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From the Board Spiritual Director
“Thankful and Excited”

I am very excited and blessed as I think about
writing to all of you during the month of October.
You are a very faithful people. I am very thankful
for the loyal and faithful members and friends of
our Emmaus community. Let’s call October
“Loyalty Month.” We will once again be given
the opportunity to pledge our support. Together
we will praise our God for a “Ministry worth Sup-
porting!” Together we can give our gifts and send
our pilgrims to the mountain for a reduced cost. If
we join together, they can once again go for
$125.00 in 2009. I am excited because I know we
did it in 2008 and I know we can do it again!

I am thankful for all of our community support of-
ficers who have served us thus far in 2008. I
know of your dedication to our community and the
many hours that you have generously given to our
Lord. Because of your willingness, this ministry
is having an outstanding year. Many have found
your love as they have attended a walk and parti-
cipated in our ministry. You have all given out-
standing leadership and dedication.

I hope you will come every month to our services
and I am praying that you will bring the joy of the
Lord with you. God is asking us to be Disciples.
Let’s all do our part.

HUGS, Richard (community spiritual director)
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“This is My Father’s World” was my favorite hymn
growing up. Nature has always been one of the prime rein-
forcements to me of God’s existence and sovereignty. In our
neighborhood is a maple tree that fascinates and thrills me
every fall. It is beautifully shaped, and in October reaches a
stage when, as the leaves start changing, the center leaves
are green melting into gold, with blazing red at the tips like a
halo. Gorgeous!

I’ve always been amazed that some people learn
about the scientific processes (what we understand of them)
for something like the colorful changes of the leaves, then
suddenly they can no longer see the miracle of this simple
blessing. They rationalize that it’s just a nature, and that the
processes developed as “natural selection”. As an engineer, |
have never seen even a simple process that wasn’t developed
by someone, especially a process that actually works. The
processes that occur to form these simple colors in fall are
multiple and complex, with many aspects interdependent.
Glory be to the Great Designer, Elohim, God the Creator
who can craft such complexities just to give us such great
beauty to enjoy this time of year!

The spiritual transformation that we undergo in the
chrysalis is an even more mysterious series of processes.
Ones that we understand even less than what we see in
nature; who fully understands the spirit, even our own? Yet
the Holy Spirit works within us to transform us so that, like
butterflies, we shimmer and shine with brilliant colors, re-
flecting Christ’s light to the would around us. Spread your
wings, and

Fly with Christ!
Kathy Nesmith
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When | was a young boy at the age of 7, and in the
first grade, | remember reading from the old “Dick
and Jane” reader. | remember clearly how life in the
1950’s was portrayed through the literary characters
of Dick and Jane and how the class would emphas-
ize the words “run Spot run, see Spot run” whenever
this lovable little Spaniel would appear on the page.
But, this is not what | remember most about that
simple literary text. What | remember most is turning
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to the last page of the book and seeing an image of
Christ on the cross, i.e., the Crucifix. At this moment
| see clearly the crown of thorns, His blood running
freely down the cheeks of a contorted face. His
open wounds impressed me deeply.

The images that remain with me to this day were a
mystery until | matured enough to understand what
my Sunday School teachers were attempting to help
me understand. As my maturity evolved, and as |
understood the teachings of the Bible better, | came
to fully appreciate the message given to all of us in
John 3:16, that God did sacrifice His Son Jesus
Christ so that all believers may have everlasting life.
I find this quite amazing. This truly is amazing love,
and it is this that led me to select the theme “It’s
Amazing” for the E-145 weekend.

When | was called to be the Rector for this weekend
I was unabashedly chagrined, for how could God
select a sinner like me to lead 23 other fine men on
a mission in His service? | had a difficult time ration-
alizing His choice of Rector until | was offered a
scripture reading with the thought that it would help
in my understanding of the opportunity that was be-
ing presented. The scripture that | was given to read
was | Corinthians 15:10.

Through various sources Paul received reports of
problems in the Corinthian Church, including jeal-
ously, divisiveness, sexual immorality and a failure
to discipline its members. Interestingly enough, Paul
had been an enemy of the church even to the extent
of persecuting its members. Understanding the en-
vironment from whence he came, he addressed the
Corinthian Church’s issues and at the same time
described the hardships he had to undergo in order
to become the Christian God wanted him to be:

“But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His
grace toward me was not in vain; but | labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me.”

The Team of E-145 and | have looked inward, and
we have come to the realization that God is with us,
that he is in control and that we will be ready pass
on His grace through unquestioned service to each
and every Pilgrim that will be on the mountain from
December fourth through the seventh.

God bless, and De Colores — David Channell
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Janet Matthews T
2215 Longview Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22191

Phone: 703-494-9916

email: Linzjam@comcast.net

Independent Sales Associate, Tidings of Love, Inc.
Christian Jewelry and Gifts with a Message of Faith, Hope, and God's Love.
Also visit us at www tidingsoflove.com

EXPRESSING His Love

sommimﬁd ﬂ

Gifts - Cards - Books * Bibles * Jewelry
Music * Palanca * T-shirts
If we don’t have it, we’ll order it for you.
(703) 385-9125

10100 Main Street Fairfax, VA 22030

“Heaven is a little closer in a house by
the sea”

Beach House - Cape Hatteras NC
3 BR, 2Bath (Semi-oceanfront, open all
year)

Bill and Marie Pfancuff 703-241-2949
WPfancuff@aol.com

You are invited...
+ .
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Service of Worship and Praise

Messiah United Methodist Church
Sunday 7:15 PM
6215 Rolling Road, Springfield, VA 22152

“Reaching out to people with the relevancy ¢
the gospel to today’s world through an ener.
service of worship and praise.”

Seatco Custom
Embroidery

Let us transform your original design into
beautiful, lustrous embroidery!

Jennifer Ailstock E-67

5610 Scoville St.  Bailey’'s Crossroads,

Q&lM | Allegiance
Dawn Squires
- REALTOR®
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